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Statement Opposing U.S. Military Action in Venezuela and Calling for a

Resolution through Dialogue

We, the Nippon Christian Academy (Public Interest Incorporated Foundation), express
grave concern and state our opposition to the U.S. military action within Venezuelan territory
reported on January 3, 2026, including reports of the detention and transfer to the United
States of the Venezuelan leader. Whatever the political objective may be, the use of force
endangers the lives and livelihoods of civilians and fuels cycles of division and hostility. If
casualties have occurred as reported, careful verification of the facts and the highest level of

humanitarian consideration must be given priority.

The international community has been built upon the basic principles of respect for
sovereignty and the non-use of force. In light of the United Nations Charter, which in
principle prohibits the use of force, the reported action raises serious doubts as to its
compatibility with international law. When military power is used to intervene in another
country's territory and to alter the status quo from outside, the foundations of the
international order are shaken. Even where grave allegations exist against particular
individuals, the proper course is to address them through legal procedures and frameworks of
international cooperation. We cannot overlook the creation of a precedent in which coercive
detention is carried out by force. When changes to the status quo by force are repeated in the
name of “justice,” the world is drawn into an endless spiral of retaliation.

Moreover, when we consider the oil resources and economic interests that appear to lie
behind this, we cannot dismiss the concern that military power is being used as a means to
control resources and markets. Resources ought to be used to sustain the lives and dignity of
the people of the country concerned; intervention that prioritizes external interests risks

further deepening the hardship of those in vulnerable positions.



For many years we have worked to seek solutions to conflicts and social challenges not
through violence, armed force, or military power, but through persistent Hanashiai (listening
and talking) among the parties concerned and the international community. Scripture says,
“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9), and warns that “all who take the sword will
perish by the sword” (Matthew 26:52). History has repeatedly shown that force does not calm

a problem, but becomes a pretext for further violence.

We call on the President of the United States to halt the use of force and to return without
delay to procedures grounded in international law, and to pursue a diplomatic resolution. We
urge all governments concerned, together with the relevant bodies of the United Nations, to
prevent the expansion of humanitarian suffering, to secure an environment in which
assistance—medical care, food, and water—can be delivered without obstruction, and to
continue fair efforts to open up possibilities for inclusive dialogue. We also call on the
Government of Japan to respect the dignity of life and the principles of international law, and
to engage proactively with relevant countries toward a peace in which, as Isaiah 2:4 declares,
“they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.”

The Nippon Christian Academy will continue to oppose attempts to change the status
quo by force or military power, and will continue to advocate for a peaceful international
community through non-military means—through dialogue among people in differing
positions and Hanashiai (listening and talking).
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